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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
For author interview: Jeff Barnes (402/516-6465 or husker80@cox.net)
 

Nebraska's Civil War Years Topic of Wahoo Library Presentation
 
(January 22, 2024) – The wild and woolly first years of the Nebraska Territory is the subject of
Nebraska historian Jeff Barnes’s presentation of “The Queen’s Road: Nebraska’s Bumpy Ride to
Statehood” at the Wahoo Public Library on Sunday, February 18, at 2 p.m. The program is sponsored
by Humanities Nebraska.
 
Barnes’s talk covers the transitional years of the Nebraska Territory, as its borders shrunk but its
national significance increased. Its Platte River Valley was more important than ever for commerce,
communication, and transportation, while federal policies increased its role as a battleground between
Native and Euro-American peoples.
 
“Nebraska’s Civil War years were also the footnote setting for unique happenings in history,” says
Barnes, “including the first killing by an unknown Bill Hickok and the running of the first self-powered
vehicle for the hauling of wagons across the Plains. Our place in history also found us as the first state
to join the Union over a presidential veto.”
 
The presentation includes many historic images, maps and anecdotes in the telling of Nebraska’s
sometimes shaky trek to statehood.
 
A former newspaper reporter and editor, Barnes writes and lives in Omaha. He is a former board
trustee with the Nebraska State Historical Society, past chairman of the Nebraska Hall of Fame
Commission, trustee with the Union Pacific Museum Association, and a frequently requested speaker
with Humanities Nebraska. He is a twice-awarded recipient of the Nebraska Book Award and the
author of Cut in Stone, Cast in Bronze: Nebraska’s Historical Markers and Monuments, 150 @ 150:
Nebraska’s Landmark Buildings at the State’s Sesquicentennial, The Great Plains Guide to Custer,
and Extra Innings: The Story of Modisett Ball Park. He recently updated his first book, Forts of the
Northern Plains, for the University of Nebraska Press/Bison Books with publication in May 2024.
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STAFF PICKS/NEW BOOKS

Staff Picks

The Cat at Night
by Dahlov Ipcar

Join the farmer's cat on his fascinating nighttime journey through fields,
farms, forests, and even the city to see what only he can see after the
sunsets. Legendary artist Dahlov Ipcar mesmerizingly alternates
between dark night scenes and vivid color to deliver a beautifully
illustrated children's classic. Each scene is shown first as a human would
see it at night in blacks and whites, and then as a cat sees it in with vivid
color and fine detail.

(Recommended by Miss Carrie)

Deep Sea Farm
by Dahlov Zorach Ipcar

A deep sea farmer, a man with a fish's tail and a kind heart, runs an
undersea farm where he raises and works with fish, and spends the rest
of the time freeing fish caught in fishermen's nets and traps.

(Recommended by Miss Carrie)

Emily Wilde's Encyclopaedia of Faeries
by Heather Fawcett

A Cambridge professor, scholar and researcher on the study of faeries
visits the hardscrabble village of Hransvik where she gets closer to
uncovering the secrets of the Hidden Ones and resists her insufferably
handsome academic rival. (Fiction)

(Recommended by Christine)
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Super Bloom: A Field Guide to Flowers for
Every Gardener
by Jac Semmler

A super bloom is a natural phenomenon in which climate and conditions
align to allow plants to flower in such abundance that they transform the
landscape, bathing it in color. When a super bloom arises, it is a
miraculous sight. Super Bloom is a love letter to flowers. It is a manifesto
for maximum plants, maximum flowers, maximum beauty. It is perfect for
the current time and trends. It also shows how to create your own super
bloom. Leading plant specialist Jac Semmler revives the appeal of
treasured, old-world, beautiful flowers for the modern garden. This is a
comprehensive gardening how-to for beginners and experts alike,
including care and growing notes; natural parameters (such as location,
climate, and aspect); where to source your plants, with suppliers all over
the world; plant biology; soil ecology; tips on harvesting, conditioning,and
arranging cut flowers; and more. Innovative, immersive photographs by
Sarah Pannell illustrate gardening techniques as well as offering a
breathtaking bee's-eye view of the garden. Look out for the incredible
array of Planting Partners for each plant; whether you want to plant a
garden that flowers in succession, group your plants by height or color, or
find flowers with similar growing conditions. Natural beauty nourishes
something deep within us. Whether it's seeing a meadow of grasses or
wildflowers, marveling at the smell of a particular rose, or watching tulip
heads wilt and drop, these are the moments that make us human, that
connect us to the world, and remind us that beauty is everywhere" (Non-
Fiction)

(Recommended by Kim)

New Books

Not a Heart!
by Susie Lee Jin

Featuring heart-shaped flaps to lift to reveal the adorable animals hiding
underneath, this cute Valentine's Day-themed board book is filled with
bright patterns and colorful artwork that are sure to delight little ones.
(Board Book)
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Friends Are Friends, Forever
by Dane Liu

Just before Chinese New Year, Dandan discovers that her family is
moving to America, far away from her best friend Yueyue; before they
leave Yueyue gives her a stack of red paper and a spool of string so she
can share the art of paper cutting with Americans--and when Chinese
New Year comes around again Dandan remembers Yueyue's gift and
introduces her new friend Christina to this ancient art. (Easy)

The Many Assassinations of Samir, the Seller of
Dreams
by Daniel Nayeri

This is the tale of an exciting journey along the Silk Road with a young
Monk and his newfound guardian, Samir, a larger than life character and
the so-called "Seller of Dreams." The man is a scammer; his biggest skill
being the ability to talk his way into getting what he wants. While that
talking did save Monkey's life, it has left a lot of people furious with
Samir--furious enough to hire assassins. Monkey decides to try and save
Samir from the attempts on his life--as a way to pay off his debt! If he can
save Samir six times, he'll be a free man...but will they all survive that
long? (Fiction Junior)

The Night Fox
by Ashley Wilda

Seventeen-year-old Elizabeth confronts heartbreak while at a
mysterious, magical wellness program in the wilderness. (Teen)

First Lie Wins: A Novel
by Ashley Elston

Evie Porter has everything a nice, Southern girl could want: a perfect,
doting boyfriend, a house with a white picket fence and a garden, a fancy
group of friends. The only catch: Evie Porter doesn't exist. The identity
comes first: Evie Porter. Once she's given a name and location by her
mysterious boss Mr. Smith, she learns everything there is to know about
the town and the people in it. Then the mark: Ryan Sumner. The last
piece of the puzzle is the job. Evie isn't privy to Mr. Smith's real identity,
but she knows this job will be different. Ryan has gotten under her skin,
and she's starting to envision a different sort of life for herself. But Evie
can't make any mistakes--especially after what happened last time.
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Because the one thing she's worked her entire life to keep clean, the one
identity she could always go back to--her real identity--just walked right
into this town. Evie Porter must stay one step ahead of her past while
making sure there's still a future in front of her. The stakes couldn't be
higher--but then, Evie has always liked a challenge... (Fiction)

The Curse of Pietro Houdini: A Novel
by Derek B. Miller

In 1943, 14-year-old Massimo, rescued by a mysterious man called
Pietro Houdini who preserves the treasures within the Benedictine
abbey's wall, accompanies him on a World War II art-heist adventure
where they lie, cheat, steal, fight, kill and sin to survive, while smuggling
Renaissance masterpieces they've rescued from the “safe keeping” of
the Germans. (Fiction)

Dairy, Dairy, Quite Contrary
by Amy Lillard

Twenty-something advice columnist Sissy is ready for a fresh start in the
small town of Yoder, Kansas - along with her loyal Yorkie, Duke. She's
planning to help out at her aunt's Sunflower Cafe, but little does she
know her new duties will soon include solving a murder! After Sissy's
rodeo cowboy boyfriend turns out to be more of a rodeo clown, she
packs a bag; picks up her Yorkshire terrier Duke; and leaves Tulsa,
Oklahoma, bound for her parents' former hometown. There are still
plenty of Yoders in Yoder, Kansas, including Sissy's aunt Bethel, who
owns the Sunflower Cafe but recently broke her leg. It's a homecoming
of sorts as Sissy arrives to help in the cafe and reunite with her pregnant
cousin Lizzie. Plus she can continue to secretly write her newspaper
advice column as seventy-year-old "Aunt Bess." But it's Sissy who could
use some advice when she finds the milk deliveryman out behind the
cafe with a knife in his back. As the sheriff's prime suspect, it's up to
Sissy to catch the backstabber herself--before someone else gets
creamed. (Large Print Fiction)
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Starkweather: The Untold Story of the Killing
Spree that Changed America
by Harry N. MacLean

Drawing on new material, reporting and conclusions, this definitive story
of 19-year-old Charles Starkweather, who, in 1958, murdered 10 people
with his 14-year-old girlfriend, recounts this shocking event that served
as the inspiration for the movie Natural Born Killers and Springsteen's
iconic album Nebraska. (Non-Fiction)

Where to Start: A Survival Guide to Anxiety,
Depression, and Other Mental Health
Challenges
by Gemma Correll

The nation's leading community-based nonprofit dedicated to helping
those living with mental illness provides clear, honest, jargon-free
information for anyone struggling emotionally and looking for help. (Non-
Fiction)
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THANKS FOR READING!

Wahoo Public Library
637 N Maple, Wahoo, Nebraska 68066
402-443-3871

https://www.wahoopubliclibrary.org/
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